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THEREAS: all-goverantent oir ne "T is 


5 ‘ftitaced-and fupported For té fecurity and. 
了 of sthe'communky as fü£h, and to'ena.. 
ble tie. individudle: Who compete SIS enjoy thei 


Jnatordl rights, "antiche ochér ^Bleftigi Wie €h the © 


Author of Bxitenge hdi beltowédiopon ndn y and 
-wheaewer thole: gréat ends of ogovertinient-are Lae 
. obtained, the people have here iy esanahi cora 
. fent tO change it; and rake Voth Meatares ai tb rhe... 
me rand Pi acd: qeellug. LE tey aid — 

appiñé un 
And whereas the- 'inhábitapts: of ‘hie Stite:hive. 
(in:confideration ‘of:proweAics Only) keretüfofe aes 
knowledged. alewidaee to he Kihgiok Great Britain 
and ‘the fid Kibg hai-Hob oklycwRiidrüwn thie pra, 
té& ion, tocco ended aad | ill Wontinues tö my 
On, with unabated viligeaddep sath dedeland 
ange: wat ipit Hee ; employing trda not, 
rly de guaps of ES Bir foreign: mete * 
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tete un. favages. ree for the Vased: pormi 
QË reducing. them. to a.fotakand:abje& fubmilhigp 
© the defpotic domination of the Britifh Parliament, 
with many more a&s of tyranny, (more fully: fer 
forth 1n the ceclarétioni bf Congrefs) whereby alk 
allegiance and fealty to the faid King and his fuc- 
gefor; are difiolved and ap an. end, and^all power 
aha aothority-deiived ftonrbitrr ceafedsiothe-Ame 
1ican Colonies. 家 
And whereas the Wérritóry. which now: compre- 
hends sli State of Vermont,-did antecedendy of 
pbt to thegove nt ef New: Hamphhirey, 
aad the fare rmer Gesernorintbreof vz, his Excellen- 
cy Benning Wentworth, Elg, granted many char. 
ters of lands and corporations within.this State to. 
dao ed inten logi “Aid whéreas . 
she, lage: Lieutenait-Govergor Goldens ;of New- 
York, with others, did.;.ie.violstion: ofthe tenth, 
command, covet: tbolewerg.lapds y and: by-& falfa 
seprefenratip made jte-she epurt; of Great-Britain, 
(inthe year 1764, that:fer the conveniesce..of. trade. 
and adminiftration;.ok juftice, the inhabitants. were: , 
defirous of being: aprexedt to: that governmebt). obe. 
tained jurifdi&tipn. of -thala; very identical lands ex»: . 
parte, which ever, was ang is difagreegble to the.” 
inhabitants. And whereas the Legiflature.of New... ` 
York, ever bave..and fill continue to dilown the 
good.people of this State, io their. landed property, 
which Pil appear in :thc complaints hereafter in-. 
ferted,. and Ap the 36th. ekion of theis prefenc: 
Confiturion, .in which is eftablifhed the grants of 
land made by that governments ©. . - 
They have refufed 10 make re-grants. of ovr: 
lands to che original proprietgra ang ATERN ud 
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T at tlie exorbitant rate of'a 308 dolfari fei E 
_ gach cównfhip; ‘and did enhance the: quit-rent three, 
. fold, and demanded an ‘immediate’ delivery” ‘ofthe 
E: derived- ‘from: New-Hampthire:* Du 

“5 Ebé: Judges of their Supreme Court have’ made 
folemn declaration, that the " chatter," «ontéyances? 
secot the Tandé Pihcladed ‘in the "before deleribed 
premifes, were utterly null and void, on which fant 
title was fondded. da cóhfequence of which decla. 
bation, 'wtits of: poffeffion: ‘havé-been by them: ied, 
and the Sheriff sf the county of Albany fent at thè 
head of fix or feven. digritired Then, Ls free ge 
execution théredf.z 7 sts s pen 4 

; They have paited’ a a8; i" ‘annexing E penalty 
thereto, of:thiny: 4poünds: fie: ‘and fix months" im- 
prifooment on any spérfon' who'Thowld refufe'afift. 

ing the. Sheriff, after: beitie & réqueitéd,: for the: purs 
pole of executitig- “writs óf pofito om; + ~e 

"Fhe Govertiors: ‘Dusinore, "Tryon; and calaens 
have. made: re-grantsoof several “rats of. Jand ing. 
cluded: in the preihifes? to: certain i favorite Janfkjob-- 
bers in.the governpiént of ‘New-York, in direc 
violation of-his Britannic ,Majey's $- expels prohis, 
bition, in the year 12697 

They have iffved: proclamations, wherein they 
have offered Jarge fuaisof money: for the purpofe o of. 
apprehending-thole. very perfons who have “dared 
Budi = publicly to appear in ‘defence of their: 
Jof nghi ^o 
i They did pafs twelve ais of eutlawry on the gh: 
day-of March; A^ D. 1774, empowering thé ie- 
fpeüise judges of their Supreme Court to award + 
: execution of death againt thofe: inhabitants in faid 

dittri&t, that they- fhould judge to be oma 
withous trial, They 


tsy o oo 
hey have,and ttll-continue an ugiat claim ib. 
lands, which greatly. retards emigratioa, i into, 
and tbe. etigiméu of thia State, | —.- : 
They "have hired. foreign. troppe, rans om 
Scotland, at. ki different, times, at ns armed tim. to. 


rize wa ont.af pofiifiog, - ales suet d 
od bey-haye ent the « AvageA: gn: agr. «fronritss. th. 
as .. Coa diss]. 


They. have. ‘proceeded to. ere the. counties tof. 
Cumberland and Gloérften, andelablith: Goyri af 
Juftice tiere, after they, were -ilcottntenaneed ‘lay 
the, authority oF Great Britain, -.... TEE «2 

‘The free Convestian | of the State.of New York, 
AbLlarem, in, the. year 4274. uminimonfly voted 
«€ F hac all quit-tenps former y, due to:the. King ei 
«Great Britain, are.now.due.and. owing to tbig 
s Conyentionyorfuch, fusuze government asithath 
« be hereafter efahlifüed in chs State. ^ — - 

,In'the &eueral Sages of the. aforelaid npprefiate, 
we ‘have petitipned.his, Britannic Majedty. ia che moik 
humble manner. fer ede: apd have. ax very-great: 
expehre, received faueral reports-in- ows favors and: 
ip, other. sinftances: wherein, we-haye petitioned. the 
late ‘Jegiflacive authority of New-York, hole ipékisi 
tipps haye been treated: with negla. .- - 

x And whereas, the. Jacal -fituation: of xhik: State! 
from -New-Y oie, at the exami pitt, ii ngiwad: 
of our bunds. and Aust ailes. fraau:-the:- leave. 
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64 33 
iier 和 rm of igoverhdient, Thould- ekt in in dec. 
` gived-from, and founded on, the authority of 
Aha pieóple-oRb, pretii ro the dinette Ora. 
Honorable A merki Combis — 7 > 0: 0 s 
c. We the Reorefentatives.of the fréemenof Vers 
iot; ihi a gps mé Fok” Mad B 
‘prefs perpefeof forming: füch.a*gowérnmént, — 
saga adnefs ‘of the prea Governbrer:. 
he BuiveHe {who alone’ krowa: to what dep ree? 
"f: earhly hap pine mankind duy stili bes perc: 
feling che arts öf government) in: pecmitving: de 
“people of. this Stale, By common toalenn and 
- Wirhowt violence; deliberately to forty foe THEA 
- Melven- fóch juftiruleg as-theythall think bett og: 
governitig their- furore fociéty-; and being fully" 
convinced, chác ic ie eür indifpenfible dary t: 
tabli fuch ‘original “pridciptes'of govern hete 
' as;wjlt beft prosiote the general Wap pitels UE thE 
people of this State, and their pofterity, ànd-pto-- 
vide for future improvemedts,: Without partiality? 
fot; or prejudice; agáinit, any "Darticalar clefs, 
e&t ör dendniiiatiónzof thon whateVer--do, ty" 
"wire GfauthóHiy Weed id us byour coitius” 
"ats; ordain; declare, add'eftablifh, thé follows: 
ang declafátioü- of rights, ‘dnd fréme of 的 Ye 是 


“PAGE, to bethé-Conftitudon: df this? Contmob- 
‘Wealth, ahd tó remain id:fórce- thet fecever  - 
ofi tefed; exeepri füch articles ay fh? Heséa fer 
"oh experience: Be född to regue imptovemetit, ^ 
“gid ‘whith fhall; by the Tanie: authority “of the’ 
"peopte; fatty delegated; às ttis trint bf governe- 
Fent dirétts, be amended" ‘or "Ha preved; ter the 
iore efiüdi dal bihig dnd; éeurimg the “great 
‘end dn deg OF all goverasleit Beret beter’ 
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DEN CHAPTER » À 
» Déclaration of ibe Rights of the nbn. 4 ii : 
State of Vermont, 
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HA T. all men are TN ually free and 

. independent, and have certain natural, in- ` 
herent, and ünalienable rights3 amongft which arg, - 
the enjoying-and defending: life and liberty ; atquir- 
ing, poffefüng, and. prote&ing;property s -and pur- 
fuing and obtaining happinefs'and fafety. There- 
fore, nọ. male perfon,. born -in this country, or 
brought from over ‘fea, ought ro be holden- by, law 
to ferve-any perfon, as a fervant, flave, or appren- 
tice, after he arrives to the age of twenty-one years, | 
mor female in‘like manner, after the -arrives to the 
age of eighteen. years, unlefs they ate bound by 
their own confent after they arrive to-fuch ages. or 
bound by law for the payment of fen damages, 
fines cofts, or the like, , ! 

, That. private property ought to be fabler- 
ient. to public ules, when, neceffity requires ‘its 
neverthelefs, whenever . any particular man's, pre- 
perty is taken -for the ufe of the public, the owner 
onght to receive an equivalent in money.” ' - -:: 

.8. That all men-have .a natural and unalienable. 
right to worfhip Almighty .God according .to. the 
dictates of their own confciences and underftandings, 
as in their.opinion fhall be regulated.by the. word 
of God and that no-man ought, or. of right -cam 
be.compelled, to attend any..religious. ;worfhip,- or 
erect, or fupport any place of. worfhip, -or- maintain. 
any minifter, contrary to the dictates . ‘af his confej- 
gose. nor can any man be jolly deprived. €« 
~ “abridged s 
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‘his religious Tentiments,.¢ or; sr inode ofall 
‘ous worfhip 5-8 that-tto. Xüthority cati dr obrbie toy 


be vefted is; or aftu med: by, any power. SeBadloever; 


that thafl-in any cafe: interfere: ith, £ or in: Xa). ade 3 
her control; the rights; t onífcietice;. in the frée-ewz - 


‘etcile of teligious. worhip : : neverchelety, y every felt. , 


‘or denomination .of chriftians bught. to oblerve thë 
Sabbath’ or. bord’s. day, dnd keeprup fame füit-ot 
feligious. worfhip which tà them.thall feem dio às 
greeable to the revealed will of God, . 


EL 
& 


3. ~ Every péot withifie this. “Coinincdiveati 


ought to find a certain retiedy, : by faving recourie: 


tothe laws, for all injuries or wrongs whith he niay . 
receive In, his perfon; property, or characters “BS 


ought to obtain right'dad jultice freely, and Mibi 
vur being- obliged 1 to.purchafe it--eotbpletely; and 
without any denial —promptly, aüd without delay ; 
comformably to the làwt, ^ +: ` 
5$. That the people of this State, by their. legal 


* 


Reprefentatives, have the fole, ‘cxclulive;: aad jae - 
berent right, of governing and regulating the Anke 


nal politeofthe fame, —..... 


6. That al power being ofiginally hitne in, - 


end conféquently: derived from, the peoples - theigw | 


fore all officers ; of govert mens, whether degiflacies: 


or ‘executives, are their trufets sag ivan aiid: ub 
all times, ia a legal way, accomtitable to them? <~- 
; That goverament is, on Gaght to bé, infi : 


tured. for the: common. bencfix,: proreAtion,: ‘and fe» '- 
curityy of the people; -oatiog, ot-community ,- and: 
eX in the -pifticular gmolument-or ‘advantage of © 
de M; manu family, or. cof: Regs: ho aie g - 

pai e^ y of: ta pombe i toe 803: 13 dicic 
M FADEN, , 
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^. may think proper.. . 7: 2 


| IE 


munity hath ; an jndbiable unalienable, ‘aba. jn 
féafible right, ‘to: wilotmo:or-alier: poversimtng, ix. 
fuch manner as;fhall/be,. bystliat. companys judged : 
mott conducive to the: public: weak Gie woes 
R, "Tharthofe who are employed in the fegiftacive. : ; 
and executive bulinels of the State: may be réftrains `? 
ed from appre(fi: fon, the ‘people have a a right; by theirt- 
"legal Reprefgasatives, t enadt laws for. reducing + 
their pisbli¢ officers- to -a * private flation; and. foro o 
fupplying: their vacancies, ia w conftitutional mani 
ner, by reglar eleChions at fact periods as def: | 
9. "Lhatàl eledkiofis. Silt to be free and awit 
out ‘corfuption ; and, that: "all freemed- kaving 4 € 
fufficiept: evident common intereft with, and'at- 
tachment £0, the community, have a right. © elei 
officers, alid be elected ito ofice; = ^: ory 
10, That every membér of fociéty, hari à right. 
to be protected in the enjoyment of life libercy;and ` 
property, and therefore as bodnd td contribute" bii > 
propürtión' towards the. ckpence of that protections... 
and yield his perfonál dervice, whet u&celfary, Dr 
an equivalent rbereto 4 bat no part ofa man’s pras: t 
perty can be juftly taken from him; ór — pplied'td ^ | 
public ules, without his own Confent; orxhat of tt 
eptefentative Body: of the. Freemeu' nor, cáp. diny: 5. 
man, wha is conicientionfly {erupulous of . bearing: ` 
arms; be juttly, eorypelled "thereto; f£ he will j pay > 
fuch équivalent "or are ihe people boand by any’ ~ 
law, but fuch;ás they have in like.ipantiet: affented 
to for :tbeir common ggd. And.previows to any” ?- 
Jaw being mate 10° raile atak, the porpale for ‘Which >" 
it is to be raifed -oughtzto appear vevidént.‘to? thé 7 
Legiflaturé to, bt-of more fervire toch epetmnihityy o M 
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best ah 
arn That i in ali protections: for ‘erteninal bite. 
“tes, a mari hark’ arighttd beheard "by himself and 


: bis cöunfel to denying bi ceaule "arid: et “OE. | 


AM cows 


opt ‘call for evidence i ir “his favor. and dif 1 peedy: : E 
publié trial: by afi impartial: jiry-oc ‘the’ eountry, - . 


_ withode the "uridnimowi-confebt óf: Which jury he 


«arinot be found güilty :——foricàn-he be ‘compelled . 
to give evidedce againfthimiefi-—mWorcanaby maa . 


^ be juttly deprived of his liberty, except by. the laws 
of che land, or the judgment of | is Peers," ^. 


de Thar the people-have a right in bold them: 


i | fplvessitheir® ‘houfes; papers, -akd ‘poffeffions, ‘free 
"from: Yearch. or. feizure’; and therefore: warrants, 


without: oaths’ dr’ affirmations art” made, affording . 


fnfüicient. foundation for “théni, "and' whereby. ány: 


“officer: or meffenger may be commanded or required | 


40 fearch fufpedtee places, or to’ feizz any perion or’ 


^, períons, ‘his, "her, or theit: Property, not particularly ‘ 


- defcribed; are Coonan tò FEMME Fight, aid’ ought. fiot 

to^ bt: grarited, " VEI voe QI EE ort il 

13. That no Warrant or writ to attach the: ‘pers 

fon or eftate: of any fréeholder within:-this. State, 
. thall be iffved Si-Civil action, wirhoat the «peifon or 
perfons: who may’ requit fach Warrant or: ditàchdent, 
fck miake-osth; or affirm before the authority, » 
` iay be requeited: to iffuethe fame, thar heor they 
are in danger of. lofing his: Ber, or “theif debts. 


14.. "T hat when aniiffue in fa&; ‘proper for the. | 


eognizance Sof-a jury; is joined in: à Couwftof : law, 


the parties have a right fon. iak by, jay ; ; which * Ev" 


eoght to be held facred. - 


Dos. © That-che people have a- right to fieedóm: of | 


| fpecch, and of “writing and putlifhing. pnr dente? 
mens, Songs the eae of g . ^mentg. 


4 and, 
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E sand thetefore. the Ferdoin of the. pre ought sok : 
EXi © Beim po :; 
“eG. phe freedom yt idetiberation, tpeech, P 
 ebarejio t he-Legiftarure, i is foreflentral.t6-the: righie: | 
afthe; people, that.it.-cannot-b£^ihe fojndetiotm: if. 
aay ‘gzeqiqtion or. profeeurions: ation or nomiphaing, ie 
uanyot Courr.or place achacioever. 
“age Phe power of fofpending : Jaws, or the: EXC - 
e curión df Jaws, ouglit never «9. be: exercifed, but-by |. 
the Legiflature, or. by. authority derived: fromrir, : i 
be:exeteiled in-fach. - particular cafes" -only | las: cha 
Legi faure thall-exprelly-progide for, 
* am cEhat the-penple Have aright to Sear arms, 
forthe Aefence- df:thenlelvgs: and the State: ‘tema 
as 'flahdiog. aimnies-in the time of; peacecare danpét- 
pus fa ^hiberty, they eught not ‘to bekept-up'; ara 
thar she military Showldsbe ‘kept. andensftrict fabor! 
ei ANON, to, and: governed. ‘by, shecivil power; 7. 
49. That no-perfon in abis Commonwealth cang- 
+ $n any cale. be fubjected: solaw- martial, zor .20-any- 
penalties. er; pains by virtue of thatdaw;: except thofe . 
emplofed i in she army, and the militia. Joaciyab fers 
VICE, i SN tpt ek Ex $ 
" 20: Bhat. frequent regurrence: to. fondamental 
principles, and a-Grm adherence to-jufticey smdde- . . 
ration, temperance, induflrý. and-frogality;areabfo- . | 
Jarely neceffary to.  preferve-the bleffiags of: liberty, 
and. Keep? government. freë: the. ‘people :ouBhg 
rHerefore to pay: particular attention to thefe. points, ' 
in the choice. of offiters and; Reprefentatives ; and 
havea right, ina legal way, to.exatta- “due. and 
eanftant regard.to them, from: their legiflators. and 
magiltrares, in tae making and exeauting fuch: laws ， 
aş are necellary forthe Men government: ie 
tate, 
o oale Tha - 
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2 "That " veaa and ike 
a ‘to emigrate ff Ase hate T€ ther os will 
Teceise thems or. to form: XN new Stark E 
XoXatries; orin ch chiuntries fay a bes 
C wilétiever-Chey think Vit diei f. they ; si pu 
heir own, happinefa % 
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Be "That the people have at Zhe i5 affemble, - 
ogether, to*cónfult pu ERN ion med 


inítract their Re refentatives-—-and to app ‘ag 
‘Lepinaryre For edicit of Pence ea 
tition, “Ot remonitra a T 
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PLAN € ‘OR: -FRAME or GOVERNMENT 
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"T HE Cónim joi wealth, "er Shi, e£ Vermo TN 
8 A fhal bë NEM S "hereat ter by a Go overtior, 
| (Or Lieutenane’Governor): Council a and an, Afer 
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‘county in this State, aad alfo in. new counties when - 


f all caules proper far their cognizance, and jitter 
hall, be therein “impartially adminiftered, withoe 

corruption, or unneceffary delay. “The Judges of. 
- the Supreme Court, fhall be Jultices of the. Peace 

'. §hroughdut the State, and the feveral Judges of the- 
^ County Courts in their-refpective counties, by virtue 
of their offices, -(exéept in the trial of fuch cauíes 
“as may. be appealsd tothe County Court). 777 
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A fatyre Legiflature may, when, they fhall.con- 
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ceive the. fame tobe expédient and neceffary, ere& a 
Court of Chancery, with fuch powers as are ufually: 
: exerciied by that Court, or as fall appear for. the 
intéreft Gf the Commonwealth. Provided shex die, 
not conftitute themfelves “the Judges of the faid’ 
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confit, of eighty taxable inhabitants, within 00€ < -` 
feptenary or leven. years. nez after the eltablihing “a 
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this Conftituticn, may toid plections therein; dad, ^. 
clioofe each ‘two Reprefentativess and each other or 
inhabited. town. in’ this, State, may-i. like maner., 


‘hole each: one Répreftatative, tb Teprefent them: di e 
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io"Geueral'Affémbly, during the\faid Jéptenaty gr, = 
..fewen years; and after. that, taci inhabited’ town, i 
may. in lie manner hold fach eledtion, and choot: : 
ath one Reprefentative forévet thereafter, ^^ 75. 
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. "The'Hoüfe of Reprefentatives òt the Fremen.. 
of this: State, “halt confitt of pérfons. moft nóted.for | - 
wifdom Yod virtüe, to. be. chofed by ballot: by thé... 
_ Freemen of: évery town in. this State refpe&vely,. 
‘on the fict Tuefday of Séptember annually, forever ^ . 


SECTION TIZ O 
人 二 

. The ‘Reprefentarives,. fo chofen, (a majority of - 
whom fhallcontticute a ‘quorum for tranfacting any ^ 
othef bufineís than raifing à State tak, fot which ^ — 
gw thirds of the embers elected fall be préfenty | 
thal meet'on the fecond Thurfday of the fucceediüg |” 
October, and {håll be tiled, Te General Mfembly of * 
the Stare’ of Piermont: they thall have power i077 
choofe'cheit Speaker, Secretary of the State, thelr ` 
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it on their owh adjovinments—<prepare bil, and — - 
"fut them iB to: Jaws-—- judge of the elections and E 
qüshBcinóbk of thelr own members i they myede..- 
pel mesibere, büt wot for cales Eáówn to their cons . 
ktehü antecedent io iei ‘eledtion s they may © 
aditünitér. caths; ob “alfiriiations, in miatterb, dee 
peiditig before them--redrelt grievantes-—impeach” 
Sfr chis grant charters of  ihestpofation-~ , 
onfliiüe towns, Borcüghs cities, dnd counties} 
they diay diiially, ià che Arit Teon after. their e~., 
Jetiól, aiid at other tities When vacancies happen; 
alidole Welepatés to Congrels :-4ód Mial -állo, ig 
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edijunction with the Council, anudlly, (or frener . 


it need bey éle&t Judges of the Supreme and, feveral: ， 
Couiity and Probate Cóürts, Sherife, and  Jottices” 
of the Peace j ,and.alfo,.with the Cogücil, may ez. 
le& Major-Génttals and Brigadier-Generals, from 
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time to time, ‘as Gfrén- as there hall be pecalon: & 
they Mall*have all other powers Heceifary for ihe 
Legidature of & fiet and fovéreigü State :—Büt | 
whey. Mall ’have nó powerto add ‘cd; aller, aboliffi;- 
oriifringe; aby partaf this Contticttion, | 


SECTION X 
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, The fupreme execátiwe Council of. this Siig 
fháll confit ofa Governor, Lieüréoant-Governüry | 
and twelve përfons, cholen in the following manner; .- 
viž: The ffeémien of eact ‘town full, on tlie dag. 
of Election for choofing Kepiefentatives to attend the. 
. General Aifembly; bring in their voted for Gavers.: . 
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nor; Wik lub tame fairly Wittén, tthe 
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Jor ibi Governor, aid deliver. chews ute Repre 
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kaik ofthe Garerak. “Asenibhy, there Balle. Fe : 
'à Commitie áppütitcedieucaf- fie XCoünciland Bf i. > 
 Teinbly, who, after being duly: frorn ‘totbertaichivh © E: 
difcherge: gf. chéir trok, ym praceed to fecetvesfore 3 c Y 
andcountahe: sires: for. thie Governer; and.detl ane 
the p&tinr who hao the. Major part of thé: yates to: . 
be'Gàverüor forthe-yeapieniuing, . -i&ndafithere, bii 
no choice made, hen -ghe-Cotineil: and Generi AG: 
Teinbly; by. their joint PG Thatki make hioc of; a.: 
Governor: $a. 

The Iiestenant-Gósernar- and "Eresfarer;. hall T gue 
chon’ jit the manners “above tlireted;.- And.eacl.- — 
, Freeman hall give iif. xt Welve:wotes-for twelee-Coun- -. 
cillürs; ju the faine: thanner j arid the twelve; highe® ;. 
in nomination: ai iere: ‘for’ ie enfuing ‘year, ga. 
Councilors: Se e ee Dus s a a 
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"Ehe Goverde, aidi An. his abfence: the Lieutenants, 
Governory:with.theOouncil, (a major. pare of; . 
whom, including the. Governor at Lieutenant: Go: * 
-vernor, kalt. be’ 4^ ‘quorimis to «rranfaft ; butina}, T 
Thali havecpoweér.to, cemmiflionate .all officers 
arid alíg'to dppaint officersyexcept 3 where provigon ， . 
isor fhalt be'otherwifé made-by:law,.or.this-frame . : 
of: gozetiiment ;—and;foall fupply.every vacancy. 
in*any office; :dccafioned bycdcarh: oy-otherwile, az , 
til che ofüse cati he filled, iu the manner dirzéied- by: S 
lawi.or this: CConftitnrion.-— They -are to cerrefpond: . : 
with other Srate; -cranfadt. bufidels with offisers o£ -.— 
government: 'civil-and-aülitary? and: to; prepare fyc. 
bafintís;as may 'appear.totbem: oeceffary ifo: lay ber, 
fore: the. General iA (iemblyse T bey. thal: fitt ag 
J udges-td :的 bear and determing on impeac chinese 
c i taking 
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taking to their afliitance, for advice only, the Judge: 
es of the Supreme -Court y—-and fhalt have powet 
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to grant pardons, and remit fines in all cafes what» ' 


: foever, except in treafon and mürder, in which, they ` 


fhall have power to grant reprieves, but not-to par- 


don until after the end of the next feffion of Affems : | 


bly.; and except in cafes of. impéachment, in which ~ 
there -fhalt be-no remiflion.or mitigation of puaifh- ` 
ment, but by act of Jegiflauóni-— They are allò t0 ` 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed.-— _ 


They ate to expedite the execütion of fuch meá- 


fures as may be refolved upon by the General AÑ- 


fembly and ‘they may draw upon the Tteafuret ` 
for füch fams as may be appropriated-by thé Houle ^ 
of Reprefentatives, = They may dfo day embargoes, © 
or prohibit the exportation of any commodity; tor ` 


ahy time not excceding thirty days, in che recefs of 
the Houfe only :—They hay &raüt fack licences as 
hall be directed by law, and (hall have power :te 
call together the General Affembly, when neceffáry; 
before the day to which they fhall ftand adjourned; 
The Governor hall be -Captain-General and Coin- 
ander in Chief of the forces.of the Sate, but thal 


not command in perfon, except advifed thereto by. 
the Council, acd then only as.Jong as they thalt- 


__-approve thereof : agd the Lieutenant Governor 
fhiall, by ‘virtue of his office, be Lieusenant-General 
of all the forces.of the State, The Governor, or. 


Lievtenant-Governor, and the Council, fall meet at - 


the timé and place with the General Atfembly: the © 


Lieutenant-Govetnor fhall, during-the prefence of  - 


the ‘Commander in Chief, vote and act as one of 


the Council ; and the‘Governor, and in his abfence: 


she Licuienant-Governor, dhall; by virtáe of theig : 
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. offices, prefide in Council, and have a cafling. bat oc 
«no other vote... -Every -member of the Couacilfhall * 
_ be a Juftice of the Peace for the whole Sate, by . 
yirtue of his office. The Governor and Council 
. Hall have a Secretary, and keep fair books of their | 
«proceedings; wjierein any. Councillor may enter his ~- 
, dient, with hig reafons.to fopporti.: 7 777 5 c 
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The Repréfentatives, having.met, and chofer, - 
itheit Speaker and Clerk, Mall each. of them, before 
, they proc#ed'r6 bufinefs, take & fübferibe, as wäll. - 
_thg oath. or affirmation of allegiance herein after di- ^ 
“etted, . (except where they fhall produce certificates- 
- of their having theretofore taken ‘and fobfepibed.the 

fame) as the following oath or affirmation, viz, ^7 


You do folemnly fwear, (or afürm), 
that as a member of this Affembly, you wilt not propofe, 
er.effent, tẹ, any dill, vote, or. refalation, which fpail 
appear. to you injurious to she peoplé ; nor dé ór confent 
-$o any atl, or thing whatever, that frail have a tendency 
to hen or abridge their rights. and privileges, a3 den 
clared by ihe Conftitution.of this Statt , but will; inal 
tbings, conduit your félf asa faithful, benef. Reprefen-. 

. ¢ative and Guardian of tbe peaple, according tà tbe deft. 
of your. judgment and abilities. (In cafe of an oath) 
So help you God” (And in' cafe cf an ‘affirmation) 
Under the pains and penalties of perjury, US 
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. And each member, before he takes his feat, halk - 
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make and fubfcribe the following declaration, viz; . 
You do believe in one God; the Creator and Gosetum. 

of the universe, the rewarder of the good, and prnifheg 
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And E fbrthér-or sathetrretigione tell: (hoa eher 
“thereafter be req uieegtot mye civil slogans 
in this State. a ae $ 
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. Thé doors: - of: the -hbofe- dm which: the General 
"Fkfemhbly of this Commonwealth thal: fr, ihale 
-Gpeg forthe! admilfion:af: all perfons whó: ehave. 
-ceesntly,: except only. ‘whem the welfare’ of ihe State 
“pay: require. them to: be 和 or- 


go * * $ 


SE € T I. o N AX. 

Thew votes. and: proceedings of: the. General Amis: 
‘ply fhall-be: printed: (when one third :of the. toei- 
hers think it neceHary) as foon gs'convenjendy inay 
be atter the end of each defion, with the’ yeas and. 
Hays on any: queftion when required by any membér, 
(except where the votes fhall ‘be taken by ballot), 
in which tafe every member fhalt have a- right to, 
inlest the reafons of his vote. upon, the minutes. - 
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The ftile of the laws of this State,. in future to. 
be paffed, fiall be, Zr is: hereby. nated: by the: Genes 
ral < 多 fi ike: m af Vermont. | 
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„bly fhall be.Jaid before the overnor. and. Council, 


` for their revifion, ahd ee ce," ot prepofals of 


j amendment ; ; who fhali returo the fame to the Af 
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FU) Afery; it fili be. id die power of "tlie G 
" veinat atid Concil vó. fofpend “the patting oF Tt ch 
“bills inti] che next emon of the T.egiflatore:- / Pro- 


.h Vided, that if the Governor and Council lüaitneglett 


"Er Bes td return, ‘aby foch. Bill td thë Affembly, 
“wich writteb;propojals of: ametidment; Within five - 
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SECTION. XVII. 

Heavy man, -of the full age.of twenty-one years, 
having réfided’, in, ‘this Stare lor thé act z ‘one 
‘whole year net before the clettibp of. Reptelenta- 
tives, aüd is et a quie and peacéable : ‘behaviour, | 
gtd ‘will take: thé Glowing’ oaths, (or ‘affirmation). 
fhalt be entitled to 'a ‘all the. privileges of a freeman 
of this “State, 

Fog 


. days, of beéforethé-rifrig® of: woe the - 
i fame fhall. become alaw,- Dp 
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You folemmly-fwear, Cer affirm) that.wbenenér yoji 


give your vote or fuffrage, touching: any matter that 
ceomcerns the State. of Vermptl, xou, will doit Jè ásin 
gree : beat ROG. sok an fine 4 i 

tour confeience you. [ball judge will moft conduct ta the 

- bef good of the jame, as etablifoed by the Conftitution, | 
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: , The inhabitants-of this Commonwealth fhall be, 


grained and armed for its defence, under foch regp- 
dations, reítri&tions, and exceptions, as che General. 
Affembly fhal] by law direct. ` The feveral compa- 
mies of militia fhall, as often as vacancies happen, ` 
. €le& their Captains and othér inferior officers; and . 
the Captains and-fubalterns fhall nominate and. re- 
' gommend tbe field officers of their refpective regi-- 
 füents, who fhall appoint their ftaff officers... > 


SECTION X% 
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All commiffions fhall be in the name of the 
Xreemen ot the State of Vermont, fealed with; the 
` State feal, figned by the Governor, and ín his abfence 
^ she Lieutenant-Góvernor, and attefted: by the Se-. 
@retary ; which feal fhall be kept by the Council, ` 

"SECTION. XXI. 

' Every officer of State, whether judicial or exey 
“gutive, thall be liable ro be impeached by the’ Ge- 
‘peral Affembly, either when in office, or after big - 
‘refignation, or removal for mal-adminiftration, All 
impeachments fhall be "before the Governor, oj 
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, As every free chan, tà préferve histadepéndéneeg = -~ 
(f without a füfficient etate) ought to have fome ANE 
profeffion, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he -niay 


honeftly fubfill, thére Gan be ho n&ceffity for, not 


‘alt in, eftablithing offices of profit, the efual effects” 
‘of which are dependance and fervility, unbecoming -- 


Freemen, in the poffeffors or expectants, faction, 


‘contention, cerr&ption and ‘diforder,ameng the. peo . 


ple, But if any man is called into public fervice, 
to the jprejudice‘of his private affairs, hé has 4 right 
to a reafonable compenfation ; and whenever an of- 


fice, through intreafe ot fees'ór otherwife, becomes > | 


To profitable as-to occafion ‘many to apply for it, 
the profits ought to be deffened by the Legiflature. 
And if any officer fhall take greater or other fees 
tkan the laws allow him, either directly or indirectly, 


ác.fhall ever after difqualify him-from holding any“ 


‘office in this State, 
SECTION XXH | 
‘No perfon, in this State, thall be capable of 
holding or exercifing more than one of the follow- 


ing offices, at che fame time, viz. ` Governor, Liey- 
xenant-Governor, Judge of the Supreme Court, 


Treafurer of the State, member. of the Council, . 
member of che General Affembly, Surveyor-General, -~ 
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The Treafurer- ofthe State, thall, before thë Gos 
werüor and Council, give fufficient fecurity to thé - 
Secretary-of the.Srate, in ‘behalf of the. General Af- 
fembly., &-cach High-Sheril¥ before the firit Judge 
ofthe County Courtto,the T realurer. of their: refpecs:- 
tive counties, previous to theirrefpectinely entering... : 


upon the execution of their offices, in fuch manners, - .. 
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aud.in fuch fums,agfuall be directed. by the Legile., 
dature,. _ H ^. z ‘ 1 n tos ， n 
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The Treafarer’s accounts fhall be/annually audit-.; 
€d,. and a fait kate theregf laid before the General), 
Afembly; at their feffiori ip Q&obér,: ,— i 
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Dos mt s 0t t. AÍ ax. 8 det qo one ARX 
Every: officer, whether judicial, executive, 0, 
military, in authority under thig-State, before. he ' 
enter upon the execution of his office, Miall take .- 
and fubfcribe the following oath or affirmation of 
allepiance to this State, .(unlefs‘ihe’ Mall; producé 
evidencé that he has before taken the fame) ahd- 
. alfo. the following, odth or affirmation of- office, . 
(except {uch as.fhall .be exempted. by the Legiflas./, 
ture) viz. a I ae 
_ Thesoath or afinmagion of allepiance., io ser 
You do folemnly fiar, Cor.alirm) shat you will be: 
trye and faithful to the State of Fermont; and thet i 
you will not, direétly or indireGily, do any añ or thing : 
injurious to the Conftitution or government thereof, as 
gfablifbed by Convention. . dfan oath) So bep yom 


" T] God, 2 
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You —nÓ—ÜÓ 
| vf you will aif ~ the ol ger 


i dr a nd "i the geli E rd rd 
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The oath. of affirmation. of cifice; OMNE 
= de. folemnly Swear, deu M 
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ay? Delegate x ie Congr may ng fuperfeded at 
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ing a Delegate to reprefent this State in. Ce 


, for more thag-rhzee years ip;any term dt Éx years; — 


—and ne perfon who holds any office in the gift of 


ae all; during the time of his: holdwig foit 
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tlude with shefe words, -againff-the peace and dignity, 
of tbe State, And all fines thall be proportionate, 
“to the offenes, «77 s. sess 
a SECTION XXX- ^. 
"The perlon of a debtor, wherethere i$ not ftrong | 
prefumption of fraud, fhall not bé continued in. 
prifon after delivering up and affighing over,; bé. 
Jide; all his eftate, reat and perfonal, is poffeffion, . 
reverfion, or remainder, for the ufc ef his creditors, 
in fuch manner as hall be hereafter regulated by 
law. And all prifoners, unlefs ‘in execution, or 
committed for. capital offences, when the proof.is 
evident or prefumption great, fhall be bailable by 
fufficient füreties ; nor fhall exceffive bail be exadt- ， 
ed for bailable offences,  ， 7. 


SECTION: XXXL 0 


"All ele&ions, whether by the people, or in-Gee ` 
neral Affembly, hall be-by ballot, free and^volun-' * 
tary : and any elector, who thall receive any gift 
or reward for his vote, ih-meat, drink, monies, or 
otherwife, fhall forfeit his right to ele& at that time, 
and foffer fuch other penalty as the laws thall dirett ; , 
and. any perfon ‘who thall, dire&ly or indirectly, 
give, promife, or -beftow, ány füch rewards fbe 
elected, fhall thereby: be rendered incapable to ferire: 
fog the enfuing year, and be fubje& to. fuch furtheg ^ 
pwnithment as a future Legiflature hall direct, ` * 


SECTION XXXI. 
‘All deeds and conveyances of land Mall be dt 
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SECTION. XXXIIE — |: 

"The Légiflature' fhall regulate entails in fach’. 
maiiner aS tü'preveht pérpetuities, © ^. ^ o7 

SECTION XXXIV. . 
- To deter iore effe&ually from the commiffion 
of crimes, by continued vifible punifhment of long ^ 
. ddfátion, and to make fanguinary punifhment lels 
. receffary, means oüght to be provided for punifh- — 
iig by hard labour thofe who {hall be convicted of >- 
crimes not capital, whereby the criminal fhall ‘be’ 
employed. for the benefit of the public, or for repas `. 
rition’of ibjuries done to private pérfons: : and all. 
perfons, at proper times, Gught to be permitted ta 
, fee them at their labour, ^7 0. - 

SECTION XXXV. 

` The eftates of ‘fuch perfons as may defroy their 
own lives hall not, for that offence, be forfeited,. 
but defcénd or afcend in thé fame manner as if tuch 
perfons had died in a natural way, Nor fhall any 
artiéle' which fhall accidentally occafion. the death’. 
of any perfon, be henceforth deemed a deodand, ot 
in any wife forteited, om account of {uch misfor- 
rune, CHA 


SECTION XXXVE 


Every perfon, of good character, who comes tò, 
fettle in. this State, having fict taken an oath er 
"affirmation of allegiance to che fame, may parchafe, — - 
. @r by other juft means acquire, hold and transfer: - 

kk i A . ; oy : : land, 
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sien faea d. after one ger tele i 
t t sail T e ned a-frég denizen shereof, and, 
entitled vo all her rights ef anataral born fubject'of 
this Stare, 'eXcept- that he Mall bot be cápable of - 

ing £ eledted. Governor, bienenant-Governer,, 

Tealüter, Councillor, or Reprefeatative i iik 全 处 pr 
bly, until after two years felidence; | 


oc. SECTION. XXXV 


E inhabitants of thie State (hall hive Tibet; 

in, teafonable | fishes, ` có ‘hunt ‘aod fowl on the lands: 
E ‘hold, arid on other lands fot jdelofed 4, and in 
Like ‘manner to Afin: all boatable and ‘other. ‘whiefs,. 
not private property, under proper ‘regulations, to 
be héreafter madé ‘and provided by the Generat, 
| Affciaaly. | 
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SECTION xxxvi. 


‘Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and. pre- 
vention of vice and immorality, ought to be con~, 
flapily kept in force, and duly executed: and a 
competent number of íchools,ooght.to be maintain- 
ed in each Fowpy for the convenient inftru&ion. of. 
youth; ; and one or more. grammar Íchools..be i incor- 
poráted, and properly fupported i in each county in; 
this Sate. And all religious fócieties, or bodies of 
men, that may be hereafter united or incorporated, 
for the advancemencof religion and learning, or for 

other p ud ‘and charitable purpofes, fhall be encou- 
raged and protected in the enjoyment of the privi- 
leges, immunities and eftates, which they. in juftice 
ought to enjoy, under fuch regulations..as the 
General Affemply of this State: fhail dire&. 
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2 The declaration of the-political rights:and privi 
Jeges of. the inhabitants. sof: this States, 18. hereby, — 

declared ie bea: partiot: the Confticution of thig 

Corfimonwesith:-5 -and pught: noi to be wiolaged eg 

any. presenee whatfoevers > ° 0002s 57 
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er that the frerdom.of «his: Commenwoakit 
may be; preferved. inviolate forever, there Chall-be 
chofen by. dallas, by the trebmen of this State, on 
the laf Wednefday in Math; in the year one thous . 
fad feven hundred and eighty-five, and on the Jat 
Wednelday ia- March in every feveá penats chereaftety 
thirteen- pérfens, who fhall be-chofen inthe -fame 
manner the Council is chofen, except they fall noe 
be out of the Council. oc General .Affembly, t6 be 
- called che Cosneil of Cenfers 4. who fall :mtet tos 
gether on he fiii Wednefdsy'of June next enfaing 


their -cledtien, the dhajonty ef whom fhallbea gios ^ . 


rum in every. cafe; except.as co calling à Coriventix 
on,sk.ehbich two-chirds of the whole ndm ber eledted: 
fhall agree Ye 一 and whofe duty-it Mall be :tosngiire, 
whether che Conftitution has been preferved inviolate: 
in every part, during the laft feptenary (imclüdiajs. 
the year of their fervice) ,-and whether the legiflative 
and executive branches of government "hawk per- 
formed their duty as guardians of the péople, or 

' affumed to' rliemfelves, kir 'eXeteifed othtr’ar greater. 
powers than they are entitled to by the. Contftituti- . 
on :—they are allo to "inquire, whetherstha public 
taxes have been ju(tly laid and collected in all paris 

bsc Q 


— 


re Oc oe 7^ 
bf this Commbnwealth—in what maütér the publi¢ `- 
mionies have been difpofed of—and whether the. 
laws have been duly executed, For thefe purpofes, ` 
. they Mall have power to fend for. perions,; papers, ` 
and records : they- fhall have authority: to pals ` 
public cenfures—to. order impeachments—and to’ —- 
recommend to the Legiflature the repeating fuch _-- 
laws as appear to them to have been enacted con- . 
trary-to the principles of the Conftitution : theíe . . 
powers they fhall continue to have, for and during 
e fpace of one year from the‘day of their election, 
and no longer. The .faid Council of Cenfors fhall: 
alfo have power to calla Canvention,-to méet with- 
in two years atter their fitting, if there appears to: 
then. an abfolute neceffity ot- amending any article 
ef this Conftitation which may be defe&ive—ex-- 
plaining fuch as may be thought not clearly expreft- 
¢d—and of adding fuch as are neceffary’ for the 
prefervation of the rights and happinefs of the peo+ — 
ple : but the articles to be amended, and the 
amendments propofed, and fuch-articles.as‘are pro~ 
pofed to be added or abolifhed, fhall be promulga- 
ted at leaft fix months before the day appointéd for 
the.eleétion of fuch Convention, for the:previous 
- confideration of the people, that they may have an 
opportunity of inftra@ing their Delegarés on the - 
fübje&. Jim ND 


By order of Convention, July 4th, 1786, 
MOSES ROBINSON, Prefident, : 


Meh, ErijJau PAINS, See'zy, 


a“ 


